
Application for Environmental Clearance
(INSTRUCTIONS)

Go directly to FORM

The information requested is for the purpose of establishing conditions for your project and for
evaluating the environmental impacts of your project as required by the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). Projects requiring any ofthe land use approvals listed below must file for
an Environmental Assessment. If the applicant believes that a previously certified CEQA
document (Negative Declaration, or Environmental Impact Report) adequately addresses the
environmental impacts of the project, a Petition for Use of Prior CEQA Document may be filed.

Building Site Approval with 30% or
more slope) of proposed development
area in the RIE, RHS, or HS zoning
districts

Building Site Approval (in the Upper
Guadalupe Creek Watershed)

• General Plan Amendment

• Grading Permit: more than 1,500 cubic
yds total (May file for Cat. Exemption if
property is flat, and no riparian area,
hazardous environmental situation or
environmental resource ofconcern is
involved).

• Grading Abatement (same as Grading
Permit)

• Grading Modification (same as Grading
Permit)

• Major, Minor or Cluster Subdivisions
outside an urban service area.

• Major Subdivisions for five or more lots
within an urban service area.

• Surface Mining Reclamation Plan

Projects requiring any ofthe land use approvals below may also be subject to an Environmental
Assessment if the project involves any impact to any environmental resource of concern (e.g.
riparian areas, archaeological, biological, visual impacts/aesthetics, hazards, traffic, etc.).

• Zone Change

• Lot Line Adjustment

• Use Permit

• Architecture and Site Approval (ASA)
& ASA modification / small project
exemption

• Grading Permit: less than 1,500 cubic
yds

If you have questions regarding what constitutes an environmental resource of concern, consult
with Planning staff. If the applicant believes that the proposed project would have no impacts to
environmental resources of concern, the applicant may file a Petition for Exemption from
Environmental Review. If the applicant believes that a previously completed CEQA document
(Negative Declaration, or Environmental Impact Report) adequately addresses the environmental
impacts of the proposed project, a Petition for Use of Prior CEQA Document may be filed.

December 2007
Rept"ce< Dc [al,d 1881



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

An Environmental Assessment provides for: (1) the preparation of an Initial Study (or the
review of an Initial Study for adequacy), and (2) determination by the Planning Office whether
this project mayor may not have a significant impact on the environment.

EN~RONMENTALCLEARANCEFORMS

(1) Environmental Information Form: To be completed by all applicants.

The Environmental Information Form contains a list of questions relating to existing site
conditions and the proposed improvements. A completed Environmental Information Form
is required as part of the listed land use approvals. Planning staff will conduct a site visit
and check sources to ensure the accuracy of the answers provided on the Environmental
Information Form. Incomplete or inaccurate answers will result in a delay in the processing
of your application until the required information is submitted and declared complete.

(2) Petition for Exemption from Environmental Review: To be completed only if you
believe that your project falls within a category determined to be exempt from environmental
review per State law (California Environmental Quality Act).

Certain projects, although requiring the permits listed above, may not require an
Environmental Assessment because they are exempt from CEQA under state law. Planning
staff should be able to advise you whether your application appears ~xempt. If you believe
your project qualifies, complete and sign the "Petition for Exemption" form, and file and pay
the associated fees. Unless your petition is rejected by the Planning Office staff, you will
not need to file for an environmental assessment.

(3) Petition for Use of Prior CEQA Document: To be completed only if you believe that a
previous Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report (EIR) adequately addresses
the impacts of the proposed project.

Use of a prior Negative Declaration or EIR may be appropriate where it can be shown that a
previous Negative Declaration or EIR has been prepared that adequately addresses the
impacts of the proposed project and (a) no substantial changes have occurred or (b) no new
information of substantial importance has become available since the preparation of the
previous document. If you believe your project qualifies, complete and sign the "Petition
for Use of Prior CEQA Document" form, and file and pay the associated fees. If your
petition is not approved, you will be required to file for an environmental assessment.

PHOTOGRAPHS

The application for environmental clearance must include labeled photographs of the site (2 sets)
that include all existing structures on site. Photos should be affixed to an 8 1/2 x II sheet of paper
labeled with a description of the subject matter (e.g., "building site," "neighborhood to the south,"
etc.), and should include the potential building site, unique features of the property, overall view of
the property and view from the site of the surrounding area. Photographs of existing structures must
be taken from at least two directions for each structure. The location where the photos are taken
and the direction of view shall be shown on the site plan.

December 2007
~~places OctOber 2081





3. What factors make the site suitable for the project?

See Addendum.

4. Is the project parI of a master plan, or a phase of a larger project? Yes D No~

If yes, describe the project's siluation! role in the master plan or larger project (e.g., project
is Phase 2 of 4, brief description of what each phase entails):

See Addendum.

5. Where on the site will project construction and aClivilies occur?

See Addendum.

6. Sile and project area information:

(a) Parcel size (acres or square feet): 811.00 acres

(b) Describe all buildings (existing and proposed) associ<tted with the proposed use:

None.

BUILDING

See Addendum.

If more space is needed. please attach a supplemental sheet.

(c) Indicate total area (sq. n.) of parking areas:

(d) Number of on-site parking spaces: None.

SIZE (sq. ft) HEIGHT

(e) Indicate total area (sq. n.) of buildings, driveways, patios, walkways and olher
impervious surfaces: None.

(f) Describe any other outdoor areas dedicated to activities of the proposed lise (e.g. sales,
storage. animal confinement. etc). Include land area (sq. feet or acres).

See Addendum.

(g) Indicatc total area (sq. feet or acres) of vacant or undeveloped land, and land not
devoted to the proposed usc: See Addendum.
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7. Will grading (cut and/or fill) be required as part of the project? Yes [j] No 0
If yes, a licensed civil engineer or land surveyor must complete the following infonnation.
Ifno, proceed to question 8. See Addendum.

EARTHWORK QUANTITY
(cubic yards)

MAXIMUM DEPTH
(feet)

IMPROVEMENT

Driveway, Access Road

Building Pad

landscaping

Other Improvements

CUT Fill CUT Fill

TOTAL See Addendum. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
II more space is needed, please attach supplemental sheet.

(a) Ifvolume of cut exceeds fill, where will excess soil be disposed?

See Addendum.

(b) Are retaining walls proposed? Yes 0 No [j]
If yes, what is maximum height? Not applicable.

(c) Discuss brieny the physical and engineering aspecls or the project (c.g., building
materials to be used, significam grading required, etc.):

See Addendum.

8. Are any structures on the property proposed to be demolished? Yes [I] No 0
If yes, attach photos or each structure from at least two directions, and describe the types or
Slructures (e.g. bam), and age of the struclUres:

STRUCTURE

See Addendum.

If more space is needed, please attach supplemental sheet.

AGE SIZE

Applicants are required to submit a Sanla Clara County property appraisal record to document the age of
the structures proposed rOf demolition. The property owner may oblain a copy from the County Assessor's
Office (70 W Hedding 51., Sill Floor).

3 Oecember 2007



9. Will the project involve the removal of existing housing? Yes D No~

If yes, indicate number of units: Not applicable.

10. If the project is a subdivision, or is ofa commercial or industrial nature, answer the
following:

(a) Check one: Is the project site located in the S.F. Bay watershed [ZJ or Monterey Bay
watershed D ? (see watershed map below)

(b) I f located within the S.F. Bay watershed, how much new or replacement impervious
area (sq. feet or acres) is proposed for the project? None.

All subdivision, industrial, or commercial projects that include 10,000 sq. ft. or more new/replacement
impervious area within the S.F. Bay Watershed requires a signed "design certification for storm water
treatment" by registered civil engineer. and "pesticide use reduction design certification" by licensed
landscape arct1itect. See Planning Office front counter for the forms or contact Steve Homan: Non-Point
Source Pollution Conlrol Program Coordinator (408) 299-5737 for further details.

//
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(a) How many are functioning?

II. If the project is ofan institutional, commercial or industrial nature, answer the following:

(a) Nlllllbcr of daily customers, residents or other users of your project? See Addendum.

(b) Basis for this number (e.g., seating, etc)'! See Addendum.

(e). Number of employees? (i) Total: (ii) Max. at anyone time: See Addendum.

(d) I-lours ofoperation: 24 hours per day. 365 days per year.

12. Indicate the water source serving the proposed usc. Include provider name if applicable.

See Addendum.

13. If there arc existing wells on the property:
See Addendum.

(b) How many are abandoned? See Addendum.

(c) Are the abandoned wells sealed? See Addendum.

14. What is the distance to nearest waler line? See Addendum.

15. Indicate the method of sewage disposal for the proposed usc. Include sewer district name
if applicable. See Addendum.

16. If a septic system is being proposed, have percolation tests been done? Yes 0 No [j]
Iryes, who conducted the tests and what were the results'?

Not applicable.

'.
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Environmental Setting:

I. Describe the natural characteristics (e.g., topography, vegetation, drainage. soil stability,
habitat. ctc.) on the project site.

See Addendum.

2. Describe the existing land uses on the project site.

See Addendum.

3. Describe the existing land uses adjaccnllo the project site (note location in relation to the
project site):

See Addendum.

4. Willihe project constitute a land use that currently exists elscwhere in the project's

vicinity? Yes~ No D
If yes, indicate the similar land use(s) and locations:

See Addendum.

5. Are there any known professional reports regarding the property (e.g., geologic, biological,
archaeological, environmental impact reports, ctc.)? Indicate which reports wil1 be
submitted with this application:

See Addendum.

",
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Environmental Aspects of Project:

I. Geolog)':

(a) Are there any known geologic hazards on the site or in the immediate area. (e.g.,

earthquake faults,landslides, subsidence, steep slopes. CIC.)? Yes~ No D
[fyes, describe: See Addendum.

(b) Will construction occur all slopes greater than 10%'1 Yes 0 No~

(ryes, indicate percent of slope:
prevented? See Addendum.

%; and describe how erosion/siltation will be

2. Trees:

(a) On the site plan. show all trees with trunk diameter of 12 inches or larger, measured at
4.5 feet above the ground (12-inch dbh), and any other protected trees (See "Protected
Trees" lext box). Indicate the species and size of each tree, and clearly mark each of
those trees that arc proposed for removal.

(b) In the table below. indicate the species, trunk diameter and location of each tree
proposed to be removed.

TREE SPECIES

See attached tree map and table.

TRUNK
DIAMETER LOCATION

II more space is needed, please allach a supplemental sheet.

PROTECTED TREES. In addition 10 the general requirement to show trees with trunk diameter of 12 inches
Of larger, measured at 4.5 feet above ground (12-inch diameter at breast height, Of dbh). the fdIowing must
also be repor1ed: (a) Oak trees 5" dbh 0( larger, to determine whether oak woodlands are present (see
Guide to Evaluating Oak Woodland Impacts); (b) Trees 6" dbh 0( larger in the ·4'11" (Historic Preservation)
district; (c) Ally heritage tree, as defined in Section C16-2 of the County Ordinance Code; (d) Ally tree
required 10 be planted as a replacement for an unlawfuUy removed tree, pursuant to Section C16-17e; and
(e) Any tree that was required to be planted Of retained by the conditions of any disctelionary County land
use permit

3. Agriculture;

(a) Is the site currently under Williamson Act contract? Yes D No [j]
If yes, contact Planning Office for more information pertaining to Williamson Act
comp<:lIiblc lISC dClemlination. The application is available at the Planning Office.
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(b) Are there any agricultural uses on-site? Yes 0 No (j]
If yes, describe: Not applicable.

(c) Are there any commercial agricultural uses on-site? Yes 0 No (j]
II' yes, describe: Not applicable.

(d) Are there any agricultural uses adjacent to the project site? Yes 0 No (j]
If yes, describe: Not applicable.

(e) Is the site currently under an open space easement contract? Yes 0 No (j]
If yes, contact Planning Office for more information pertaining 10 Open Space
Easement compatible use detennination. The application is available at the Planning
Office.

(f) Are there any open space uses on-site? Yes 0 No~

If yes, describe location: See Addendum.

4. Drainage/Flooding/Riparian:

Are there any watercourses and riparian habitat (e.g. drainage swale, stream course, spring,
pond, lake, creek, tributary of creek, wetlands) within 500 feet of proposed construction or
grading?

Yes III No D
Irycs, describe, and indicate its location relative to the project:

See Addendum.

5. Transportation:

(a) Name street(s) to be used to access project: See Addendum.

(b) Approximate number of vehicle trips per day to be generated by project (Please nOie
that each direction equals one trip)? See Addendum.

(c) Indicatc the days & times you expect most trips to occur: See Addendum.

(d) Is there traffic congestion during commute hours at any ncarby street intersections

providing access to the project? Yes 0 No [j]
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If yes, list the intersections:

Transportation Impact Analyses (TIAs) using the Congestion Management Agency's methodology must be
prepared for all projects that generate 100 or more peak hour trips. Transportation impact analyses (lIAs)
using the Congestion Management Agency's methodology may also be required if the project will generate
substantial growth in the project area, result in an increase or ttarflC in relation to the existing lrafflC load and
capacity of the street system, etc.

6. SafetylHeallh:

(a) To your knowledge, do potentially hazardous materials exist on either this site or

nearby property? (e.g., fuels, chemicals, industrial residue. etc.) Yes~ No 0
Jf yes, describe: See Addendum.

(b) Will the project require the use, storage or disposal of hazardous materials such as toxic
substances. nammables, or ~Iosives (e.g diesel generator), underground storage of

chemicals)? Yes (j) No U
Iryes. describe: See Addendum.

(c) Will the project be located on a cui-de-sac or dead-end road over 800 ft. in length?

YesD No[j]

Ifyes. describe: Not applicable.

(d) Do a~sections of proposed roads or driveways exceed 15% grade?

Yes~ NoD

If yes, describe: See Addendum.

7. Air/Noise:

(a) Describe the types (and Ilumbers) of construction equipment that will be used during
project construction? (e.g. grader, backhoe, pile driver. jackhammer).

See Addendum.

(b) Will the ongoing operation of the proposed use generate dust, smoke. fumes, odors, or

noise? Yes [j] No D
If yes, describe: See Addendum.
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8. Aesthetic:

(a) Does the property contain natural features of scenic value or rare or u~ue

characteristics (e.g., rock outcropping, mature trees)? Yes~ No U
If yes, describe: See Addendum.

(b) Will construction occur at or near a ridgeline or hilltop? Yes~ No D
(c) Will the project include design review mitigations (i.e. new landscaping, light

reflectivity value of exterior surfaces less than 45)?

Yes IZJ No D
Jf yes, describe: See Addendum.

9. Historical/Archaeological:

(a) Has the property received any historic designation(s)? Yes D No [j]
If yes, check the boxes that apply and attach the appropriate nomination form or
documentation related to its listing.

D National Historic Register of Historic Places

D California Historical Landmark

D California Point of Historic Interest

D California Register of Historical Resources

D Santa Clara County Heritage Resource InvcnlOly

D Santa Clara County Historical Zoning District

(b) Are you aware of any archaeological remains on the properly? Yes D No [iI
Jfyes, describe:
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Reduction or Avoidance of Impacts:
Discuss possible actions thai could reduce or avoid any adverse environmental affects raised in
Ihe previous section, £IIviromnenlal Aspects ofProject. Usc appropriate reference numbers.

See Addendum.

Actions to reduce or avoid adverse environmental affects are discussed in the
Reclamation Plan Amendment and attachments.

If more space is needed. please attach a supplemental sheet.

Certification:
I hereby certify that the statements on Ihis fonn and the auached exhibits arc tnlc and correct to
the best of my knowledge. If any of the facts represented here change, it is my responsibility
10 infomllhe County of Santa Clara.

Signature:

FILE#:

Staff Use Only

Date:

Environmental information form reviewed and found to be complete?:

v.sO NOD
If no, what additional information is needed?

Signature:

11

Date:
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